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Uncanny Instinct of Homers
Saved Lives of Many Soldiers
. During Struggle Just Ended

HE records of this war fare rephas
with storles of the courpgeons work
performed by ecurvler pizeons while
suvitg the lives of our soldiers, but
no incldent better  Hustrptes whit
they  hove aceomplishied  than thedr
aetivities In the battle of Lethan
court nml Dend Man's bl An en
tire Freneh regiment wis ont off from
thelr comreades, eompletely eurrounded  for four
davs, nril with no methad of eommunicating word
of their plight to the gencral in comnnnd, Thit
fourth night one of the men seouting in No Mun's
Lond stumbled over a demd comede on whiose
ek was steapped o hoasker earrying 1wo litthe
pigeons that during the foursiay hattle Lisd baweni

sfeguarded by the buly of thetr earetabker, Fen-
derly  the scont brought the hasket ad bivds
piek to the colopnel on the hitl,  Earely the nest
morning  messages  wiere weitten, affixed to the
legs of the bivds, which, exhaustod and  dust-
soflaedd, but fmbaed with indosnliable spleit and

pluck, were liberatsd—wafted Into the air hy the
pravers andd wishies of the reghient, beaving with
them the only rermadning hope for these thousands
of men and the hoappluess of other thonsands in
thebe tommibie< ot loane,  Shortky alfterward both
Firds  futtered e their Jeft bock nt
fregedguarters s and oo sortle ordersd by the gen-
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ritl the enemy was driven baek and the reghiment
siivesl,

One of the ollieors of that reziment §is now in
Washington, ot lwe hos proad=ed hhinseld theat
pow e war 18 over he will have o loft of the

hest Bicds e con get, and the bhest care and at-
tetition that is possible will be bt o sHght par
of Its mensure of apprecbalion amd gratitade to
the Hitle teuthervd mwessenders to whote hie and
his compeniles owe thoh -

These lttle birds iz
every concelvable way 1o get
rosprves  or to headguarters
teans of communication Colled,

yreler pigeons are oot only used by the In-
fnuntry and the nuvy, but nre used frequently by
the air service. At the Dunkirk hydroplane sia-
tlon they have an enviable record, There hins not
been a =ingle aeeldent to a plane, nor the loss of
# plane in combat, where word of the oceurrence
wis not hrought baek by the plgeons which nre
a part of the equipment of the plines.  Instances
of the value of the messongers could be muiti-
pled without number,  but it I8 more Interesting
to recount how these bivds are bred, reared and
housed under war comditlions,

The pigeon's ability to do all of these wonderful
tnxks Hes in its faculty of ovientation, that s, its
power to know ax soon ns it (s relensed in what
direction Its home loft Is and to fly directly to it
The perfection to which orientution is developed
in the highly bred and trained homer was recently
demonstrated at a plgeon iy conducted by the
'|)lg|'ﬂll pection of the signal caorps, when 8,100
homing plgeons were relensed In Washington for
g Ny 1o New York city, 224 miles, To a single
Vired, these pigeons ran out of thelr eoops and
nrose (o the olr with the speed of an express
irnin, and after toking a balf circle 1o get thelr
hearing were off for New York., Every one of
the plgeons was reported 1o huve arrived prompt-
Iy and the first arrival made the trip In § hours
and 40 minutes. Surely it did not stop to read
many SIgn posts on the way.

Just how the homing plgeon developed this
power of orlentation Is & moot question, but 1t is
cortain that it has been cultivated through cen-
(uries uutil now it I8 almost uncanny. What
guldes the plgeon back to the loft where It first
“took to the air” Is a quality called by many
pnames, and you will flnd that each person knows
that he has the answer to the ‘riddle. Some cqll
it innate love of home; others attribute It to fac-
ulty, stmospheric conditions, sight, or memory,
personally, 1 cannot call It anything more or less
than instinct, highly developed, We flnd it in
lesser degree In horses, dogs and cats, and In
other birds it seems to be developed a little less
markedly, but with sufflelent accurncy so that
they migrate annually thousands of milea without
the ald of uny other compass than thelr instinct,

When we remember the potent power of selec-
tion and think of the years and generations of
careful breeding and selectlon which the homing
plgeon has undergone it 18 not so wonderful that
they have developed the homing lnstinet to a high
degree. 1 have seen thelr couslns, the fan-talled
plgeons, hred to such a degree of filneness that
they welghed only a few ounces aplece apnd were
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early thes honing ngeens swere In vogte in
Faynt, Greeee and among the Romaps Ruclng
P s hax heen n roNul aitiomnnd  shogt in
Belginm, France, ltnly, Turkey, Egypt and Eog-

hined for bundreds of yenrs It owas frtrodaesd
Inter this copntey In the seventies nnd hps enfoyeid
n fair ol growth  untll there are
three national homlng plgeon assoclations with a
mehership of more than 2000 hresders,

Mueh thne 18 spent in teaching the pigeon nll of
the tricks which eount when the hivd Is actuntly
ricing in competition with other plgeons, It s
taught to enter the loft tmmediateoly upon (ts res
turn, for n bird *hat does not enter so that the
messiage It curries ¢an be taken frow it 1s of very
Hitle value ns o messenger,  Nothing is more
exasperating to the funcler or racer than to have
the pigeon return and cool 1ts anntomy and view
the seenery for o bualf hour hefore entering the
loft. It is nearly sufficlent eause to make the
tralner of plgeons lose ks falth In pigeon nature ;
Lestdes it glves the neighbors o chance to mnke
remarks nbout the fallgrown men playing with
Wirdies. Once the bird I8 Inslide the loft It ean-
not emerge, since each loft s equipped with a
trap through which the bird can enter nt any time
bt eannot go out unless the trap is set for exir,

The ordinary barn varlety of plgeon or those
tiredd for the produetion of squabs for murket and
ihe racing homing plgean should not be con-
fused. They are ns distinet and have o8 many
points of difference as have the Wlg draft horse
and the Wighestring, nervous riecing horse,  The
ordinary plegeon has vers little howming ability,
wherens the homing plguon Is kept and hred ox-
clusively for that faculty, They ure also hred for
speed, nud every musele which Is used in flight
{8 developed almost at the expense of (e other
muscles of Its body., In races the actual spesd)
recorded 18 almost heyond bellef. Speads of 1,850
to 1,900 yards per minute, or 8 miles per hour,
have been made for short distances, and [t 18 not
extraordinnry for o bird 1o cover In exceess of SN
miles In n single doy. The record for 10D miles
is 1 day, 11 hours, 24 minutes und 11 seconds, und
was made by a bird named Bullet, and the longest
successful ruce was 1,650 miles frem Denver,
Colo., to Springfield, Mass, (tlme 22 days, 8 hours,
o0 minutes), although Instances are  recorded
where birds sent from New York to the IPaclfie
const a8 breeders, have, on lberatlon or escape,
returned from Californls, over the mountains and
plains to their old homes In New York,

At various times in this country the army nnd
navy have decided to use use carrler plgeons in
thelr work, but with Indl Merent suceess until the
recent war., Theold reports are rather amusing
when considered In the light of present-day knowl-
eidge of whut can be done with the birds when
handled properly, Plgeons were used in the navy
more than 20 years ago, but falled through lack
of proper care. At the time of the Mexlean bor
der trouble plgeons were agaln tried, bhut with
lHttle success for the same reason and through
Inck of time for acellmatizntion.

Homing pigeons were frst put on a business-
llke basis In the army In March, 1017, In the
epstern department. In Wovember of that year
the pigeon section of the Wand division of the sig-
nal corps was orgunized, and since then rapid
progress has been mude In this country and
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uhrndd, lundreds  of
lofts hinve been bailt and
equipped Tn this eauntry,
and i vl enrly  donys
mnny plzeons were shipr
petd oversens, Men have
boen seleeted and tratned
I the scienve of pigeon
Yeeeddne, renring and Hy-
ing. AMluny of these hnve
aleendy  found  serviee
overseas in the eare of
lofts and the bhivds of our
armies. 1t his heen pee
exsary to train o large
pumiber of people in this
work, ns It wans practl
cally new to ench person
who toek It up, The
training of oflicers unl
men in the use and care
of thiee birds at the fromt
and In the forwarding of
messnges nll took thne,
Unfortunately the plg-
eons could only fiy nud
coulil not ik, necessital-
ing the writing of the
essiges, Rome Wig has
propesed to limprove the
plgeen by crossing it
with n purrot, thus ellm-
of writing the messages,
might have something to

the

Innting necessity
However, the plgeon
sy nhout the matter,

One of the most ditienlt parts of the waork of
IntroMuecing plgeons Into the army sorvies was to
st fnto the minds of the officers nnd men the
faer that the plgeons are rellnble.  That they are
rellohle Is proved by the experience oversans,
where the birds are retalned in forward positions
while nny other method, whether relephone, tele-
graph, Induction bnzzers, wireless, wigwag or run-
ner 18 avallable, and only when everything else
falle, nnd only the birds ecmain, then through
barrage, gas, anid every other of the Hahollea!
Inventlons of war, raers tkan 97 per cent of the
mexssages Intrusted to our pigeons are sufely and
spoedlly  dellvered by them  to headguarters,
These messengers are carried to the front In
sspecially eonstructed wicker baskets which can
he earried handlly by the soldier Intrusted with
thelr care. Baek of the lines the plgeons are kept
In elther of two kinds of lofts or home, station-
gry or movable, but the essentlnl fenture of ench
is the same. Every effort 18 made to meke ench |
hird gomfortable, happy and attached to (ts home,
This 18 done most effectively by the method of
feeding, as the approach to the bird's affection
I& through Iits stomach, the same as with genus
homo. Each loft 18 equipped with a trap through
which the birds are taught to enter nnd lenve
without fear. ach time the bird enters the trop
an alarm s auvtomatically rung, notifying the
attendant of the return of the bird, that the mes
sgge may be Immediately obtalned and forwarded
to hendqunrters,

Before the late war If yon had told n plgeon
fancter thnt you ecould move hig pigeon loft ns far
as 00 miles and that the pigeons would return to it
ewiftly and accurately he would probably have
Inughed at you and said something about your
belng n noviee in the plgeon racing and breeding
gonme, The movable loft 1s one of the advances
in plgeon lore that the war has brought out,
This Is a very important development, as It is
highly desirable that the lofts always be near to
military headquarters and avallable for Instant
removal with headquarters ns conditions may re-
quire, These movable lofts are very well con-
structed and are Interesting homes for these itin-
erant messengers, They are outfitted with nesting
hoxes, observation traps, stornge space for feel,
water, and accommodations for one or two at:
tendants who are constantly on duty, In faet,
they remind one of the cirens wegons that travel
with the smallgr circuses abont the country,

Another Innovation developed was the “owl ex-
press.”” There were plgeons at the front thart
developed the faculty for seeing at night |
and these were called veritable human night owls, |
In fact, they enme home much more steadlly and '
necurately than some of thelr elvillan brethren, |
who were wont to be habltusl riders of the “owl ]
express,”

The sport of racing and breeding plgeons 1s due
to receive nn ilmpetus as o civilian sport now that
the war is ended, and the progress made under
war conditions shoul@ not be allowed to lapse,
Thousands of soldiers will hnve become familiar
with the birds and will have a warm regard for
them. There will be many who will ghare the
feellng of the officer who was mentloned In the
first part of this article as having been saved by
the plgeons In the battle of Bethuncourt and
Dead Man's hill,

OSY DREAM OF
BALLET DANGER

Caress in Chicago Hotel Betrays
Naval Officer Said to Be
$25,000 Short,

TWO BLISSFUL WEEKS

Fosing as Wealthy Cotten Planter,
Money Was Spent Freely for Tal.
lor-Made Suits, Furs, Etc.=
Kisas Was Undoing.
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the rosente deeam of
O ven,  budlet
story of the nonplused de
tective pnd the Arabdan Knlght oapens
wins on e at Urand
Bapids, Mich, caretfully chuperonsd as
nlwavs by hee i, Mres, O Deq,

The Arabign kKuight with the moagle
purse was none other thaon Chief War-
rant Officer Jumes Aloysins Danohoe
of the Unbted Stntes navy, and he s
climrged with having embezaled $20.000
puy roll funds.  Boat- for two perfect
weeks Lucille achieved hore dren,

A Tempestuous Wooer,

Ax L E. Easterly, son of the third
richest cotton planter in Lonlsiana, by
g, suh, Mr. Donohoe splurged into
the O'Den ken nt Geand Raplds,  And
wlhint between wine dinners and motor |
trips, Mr, Basterly proved s omost tem-
pestuous, ardent wooer,

They enme to Chicago, where they
registored ot the Lo Salle hotel, Lucille
and Munina G'Deg having o sulte in
which were no gas Jets, but electrie
chnndellers, Louls XIV furniture, Ming
vases amd Perstan rogs, and all that.
And, of conrse, there was the 8200 tal-
loranade soit, the $£500 fur and the
F200 qpending money,

House Doetective J, Abrams of the
La Salle was muking his rounds on
the sixth floor the other evening when
he suddenly enconntered in the front
parlor what nt first he thought was a

tlnneer,

Panthges time

new  statuary  group of Cupid and
Psyche.
Thelr lips clong In o kiss,  Mr.

Abrams, n detective of chilvalrous lm-
pulses, walted a considerable interval
and looked eloser,

“NoS he sollloguized, “this guy Isn't
Cupld

Cuphd, never wore no  pln-

!
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Their Lips Clung in a Kiss.

cheglied cont and vest and pants and
Psyche wusn't dressed this warm."”

Another Interval passed Into eter-
nity.

A fire engine clanged below,

A bellboy passed puging Mr, Some-
hody from Somewhere,

A telephone bell jangled raucously.

A chow dog ylgped,

Mr. Abrams could hear the fire en-
gine returning.

“Time!" ealled Mr., Abrams,

They broke.

Too Latel!

“Where's a minister?" querfed Mr.
Easterly, for It was he, “We want to
get murried right away."

“You can't get married now,
too late.”

And then Abrams subjected him to l
close questioning. His sultcase wae |
found to contain §7,000 In greenbacks, |
The federal authorities were notified I

|
|
|

It's

and Donohoe confessed his ldentity,
Lucllle Is going back on the midwest

time, And thus ends the story of how

Mr. Donohoe was betrayed by a kiss,

OBJECTED TO JUDICIAL KISS

Chicago Couple Marrled by Judge
Who ls Content to Take Hls
Customary Fee.

Chlengo.—~Robert Adalr Oampbell
stood before a Judge here with his
bride-to-be, Miss May Blanche Barnet.

“We want to be married,” he sald,
*but we do not want the judicial kiss
which Is customary at such times"”

The judge smiled and tied the knot,
contenting himself with the usual fee
which Campbell paid and fled.

| be just the remedy meeded

LOOK AT CHILD'S
TONGUE IF SICK,
CROSS, FEVERISH

HURRY, MOTHER! REMOVE POl
BONS FROM LITTLE STOMACH,
LIVER, BOWELS,

GIVE CALIFORNIA SYRUP OF Fiaf
AT ONCE IF BILIOUS OR
CONSTIPATED.

Look at
contod, It 18 n sure sign that your lt-

the tongue, mother! If
tle one's stomach, liver and bowels
meeds o gentle, thorough cleansing at
once,

When peevish, eross, listless, pals,
doesn't sleep, doesn't ent or act natu-
raully, or is feverish, stomach sour,
breath bnd; has stomach-nche, sore
throat, diarrheea, full of cold, give a
teuspoonful of “Californin Syrup of
Figs,” und In a few hours all the foul,
constipated waste, undigested food
and sour bile gently moves out of the
little bowels without griplng, and you
have a well, playful ehild agaln,

You needn't conx slck children te
take this harmless “frult laxative;™
they love Its delicious taste, and it
alwnys makes them feel splendid.

Ask your druggist for a bhottle of
“Callfornia Syrup of Flgs,” which has
lirections for bables, children of anl
ages and for grown-ups plainly on the
bottle, Beware of counterfelts sold
Mere. To be sure you get the genuine,
M5k to see that It 1s nmade by the “Call-
fornla Flg Syrup Company.” Refuse
any other kind with contempt.—~Adv,

.

Novel Excuse. '

One morning my little sister was

Jushing herself when we heard her

exclnim: “Mamma, I can't wash my

ears; there 1s too much fancy work In
them."—Chicago Amerlean,

UPSET STOMACH

! PAPE'S DIAPEPSIN AT ONCE ENDS

SOURNESS, GASES, ACIDITY,
INDIGESTION.

Undigested food! Lumps of paln
belching gas, aclds and sourness, When
your stomach {8 all upset, here 1s In-

stant rellef—No walting!

The moment you eat a tablet of
Pape's Diapepsin all the Indigestion
paln, dyspepsia misery, the sourness,
gases and stomach acldity ends.

Pape's Diapepsin tablets cost lttle
at any drug store but there Is no surer
or quicker stomach rellef known. Adyv.

Precautions.
Bhe—*1 have a perfectly killing afh
tomoblle costume.” He—"Then please
do not wear it on this trip.”

WOMEN SUFFERERS MAY
NEED SWAMP-ROOT

Thousands upon thousands of women
have kidney and bladder trouble and
never suspect it

Women's complaints often prove to be
pothing elee but kidney trouble, or the
result of kidney or bladder disease.

1f the kidueys are not in a healthy
condition, they may cause the other or
gans to become di

Pain in the back, headache, loss of ame
bition, nervousness, are often times symp
toms of kidney trouble.

Don't “delay starting treatment., D,
Kilmer's Bwamp-Root, a physician’s pre
scription, obtained at any drug store, mx
to overcoms

such conditions,
Get & medium or large size bottle b=
mediately from any drug store.

However, if you wish fifit to test this
EI'J“ preparation send ten cents to Dr,
mer & Co,, Binghamton, N, Y., for
mmple bottle, When writing be sure -n’

@mention this paper.—Adv,

Rara Avls.
Enicker—Is Jones original?
Bocker—Very; when he accepts a
job he doesn't let on that it 1s a great
eacrifice,

Don't Forget Cuticura Taloum
When adding to your tollet requisites
An exquisitely scented face, skin, baby
and dusting powder and perfume, ren
dering other perfumes superfluons
You may rely on it because one of the
Cuticura Trio (Soap, Olntment and
Talcum). 25¢ each everywhere.~Adv,

Few are succossful in lving up te
their photograpls,




